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just long enough to say hello—and goodbye.

Jordan 1:  (To the audience) When I was nine, a stray dog showed up at 
our house.  Dad told me not to feed it, and I didn’t; but Mom did.  When 
I asked her about it, she said she couldn’t stand seeing any of God’s 
creatures going hungry.  I asked her if we could keep it, and she said no.  
She was trying to decide what to do with it.  The no-kill shelter didn’t 
have any room at that time for a dog its size; but if we took it to the county 
shelter, it would be euthanized if no one adopted it.  It was an older dog.  
Adoption didn’t look likely for that old dog.  My mom decided to wait 
and see if the no-kill shelter would have room pretty soon.  Someone who 
worked there told her they would probably have room in about a month.  
So I figured—lucky me—I’d get to have a dog for a month, and that dog 
needed a name.  When I suggested we name it, Mom said, “No, we can’t 
name it. If we name it, we won’t be able to take it to the shelter.  If we 
name it, then it’s our dog.”  (Pause) I hadn't planned on giving the baby 
a name, because I knew if we named her—it might be impossible to give 
her up. (Pause) A month before the baby was born, I tried to spend as 
much time with Jordan as possible.

Jordan 2:  I know she’s not going to be ours—and maybe it’s not right—
but I’d like to play “what if.”
Jordan 1:  What if?
Jordan 2:  Yes.  What if we were going to keep her?  If we were going to 
keep her, what would we name her?
Jordan 1:  I’ll be honest, Jordan.  I’ve never even thought of naming her.  
That would just be too hard.
Jordan 2:  Well, I kind of have a name in mind.
Jordan 1:  You do?
Jordan 2:  Do you want to know what it is?
Jordan 1:  (Realizing this means a lot to Jordan) Of course, I do.
Jordan 2:  Well, if she were going to be my daughter, I think I’d want to 
name her—(Pause) after the brick-throwing demon child.
Jordan 1:  (Laughing) Jordan, that’s perfect.
Jordan 2:  (Smiling) I thought so.

(The rest of the play is spoken directly to the audience.)
Jordan 1: So when the baby was born, and the nurse asked what we 
would name her if she were to be ours, the answer was obvious—Julie. 
Jordan 2: After Julie was born, I finished high school early and moved to 
the west coast to go to college—largely thanks to a couple of scholarships 
and grants. (Pause)  It’s weird, but I can’t even remember what her face 
looks like.  The second hardest thing I’ve ever had to do was to—
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WHAT IS EXTEMPORANEOUS SPEAKING?

Extemporaneous Speaking is a competitive public speaking event that a student may 
enter and compete in during a speech tournament.  Extemporaneous Speaking is designed 
to promote, encourage and perfect the skills of a contestant’s ability to answer a current 
events question successfully, while using research-based supporting materials and 
original analysis.

CHANGE YOUR MINDSET

Before you delve any further into this book, Extreme Extemp, it is important for you, the 
contestant, to have a better understanding of your ultimate goal: Be professional.  

One of the first big steps toward professionalism in Extemporaneous Speaking begins 
with you. Change your mindset.  

•	 Yes, you are a student entering a public speaking contest. 
•	 Yes, you are going to draw three topics dealing with current events.  
•	 Yes, you are going to choose one of those topics and return the others.  
•	 Yes, you are going to have thirty-minutes in which to organize your speech. 

Yes, that is a lot of yeses; however, (and this is where your new mindset comes into 
play) if you “act” like a student who is entered in a public speaking contest and must 
answer a question dealing with a current event, that is how you will be perceived by 
your judge(s).  Your mindset needs to change.  Do not think of yourself as a student 
competing at a speech tournament.  Instead, think of yourself as and “act” like an on-
air field reporter giving a live report during a televised evening news broadcast.  An 
on-air field reporter is not to be confused with the news anchor sitting behind the desk 
reading off of a teleprompter. By mimicking the persona of an on-air field reporter (the 
type of reporter who is standing in front of the White House giving a report on a recent 
bill passed by Congress), you are immediately elevating your status among the other 
contestants (who, more-than-likely, think of themselves as students entering a speech 
contest) and impressing your judge(s) with your confidence, credibility and overall 
professionalism. So, you are no longer going to think of yourself as a contestant in a 
public speaking contest.  Starting now, every time you enter (or for that matter—every 
time you PRACTICE) Extemporaneous Speaking, you are going to channel your inner 
“News Reporter” and wow your judge(s)!

TIME LIMITS

The time limit for presentation in most Extemporaneous Speaking contests is seven-
minutes. Make sure, however, to check the rules and guidelines of your particular state 
organization or contest, because some organizations or non-sanctioned tournaments may 
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