
thereof, of the musical duo, Milli Vanilli from the 1980’s.  What can 
I say?  I saw a need and I filled it!  I simply found the most talented 
young singers I could find, had them record upbeat songs and 
beautiful ballads, and viola!  Instant talent!  All a young lady has to 
do is learn to move her lips perfectly to the pre-recorded music!  
The vocals are already on the track!  So far, no one has reported 
being caught, but I do send a little note with each purchase.  If 
caught, I encourage the girls to claim it takes real talent to lip sync 
perfectly in time with a record! (She laughs.)  Bet you watch the 
television a little more closely the next time you see a young lady 
singing in a pageant, won’t you now?     
Voice Over:  As touted by Ms. Gertrude Spiderbottom herself, talent, 
does indeed, often account for a large portion of each contestant’s 
overall score.  While singing, dancing, acting, playing musical 
instruments and ventriloquism are among judges’ favorites, we 
asked hundreds of beauty contestants about the most unique talents 
they’ve seen while competing.  These were our favorites!
Talent Observer #1:  I saw an Asian girl once…gulp down a one-
liter soft drink… and burp the entire Chinese alphabet…. backwards!  
No one really knows if it was correct or anything, but I tell you one 
thing… she was so good…that when she finished…everyone in 
that auditorium was fishing around in their pockets or purses for a 
breath mint!
Talent Observer #2:  Hands down, my favorite talent was seeing a 
girl, dressed like Al Pacino, lip syncing lines from the movie, Scarface, 
as she mowed down a table full of old dolls dressed like gangsters!
Talent Observer #3:  My name is Lucy.  I’m this many years old (She 
holds up five fingers), and my sister has the best talent!  She does… 
(She can’t think of the correct word to use.)  She does… irritations…of 
that famous dance scene that little girl does at the end of Little 
Miss Sunshine.  (Flashback to a reel of Lucy’s sister performing the dance.)  
Mommy says that someday, my sister will be on Dancing with the Stars.
Talent Observer #4:  Once, an announcer told the audience, with a 
straight face mind you,  that they were in for, and I quote, “a melodic 
treat.”  He then introduced this very beautiful statue-esque girl, 
and she walks out onto the stage in this gorgeous sleeveless gown, 
sweating like a politician in a debate without an earpiece!  She then 
begins moving her arms up and down to recreate … well …farting 
sounds, as she plays, in its entirety, The Star Spangled Banner.  Well, of 
course, the entire audience stands because, well…it’s the National 
Anthem, for goodness sakes!  She didn’t win, but it was a toot!  (Beat.)  
I mean, hoot!
Talent Observer #5:  Last year, I saw the most politically- incorrect 
talent to date.  This lady is standing behind a table…covered in a 

C
h

a
si

n
g

 S
a

ra
h

 J
e
ss

ic
a

 P
a

rk
e
r

By
 G

re
go

ry
 T

. 
Bu

rn
s

NOTES

Chasing Sarah Jessica Parker is about the roller-coaster journey of two 
best friends obssessed with the actress, Sarah Jessica Parker.  This come-
dic play is an excellent choice for Duo Interpretation or Duet Acting and 
should be performed by two strong females.  The drama mask icons are 
simply visible to show the performers where a potential ‘teaser’ could 
be placed.  The aforementioned ‘obssession’ is not an understatement.  
These two characters are huge fans of Sarah Jessica Parker, fashion, and 
anything that involves movies, music and television.  They are over-the-
top, energetic, fanatical fans!  These two girls are committed to their 
friendship and everything they say to one another.  This is a comedy, 
and the pacing of the scene should be brisk; however, take that one mo-
ment at the end of the play (when Sarah Jessica Parker gets in a taxi) and 
really let the audience sense the disappointment and heartbreak of these 
two girls.  Then, as the two girls recover from their disappointment, let 
the scene take on its light-heartedness again.  The letters in the play may 
either be performed one at a time, as alternating passages, or simultane-
ously.  That should be a choice made by the performers.  Understand 
that there is not a cookie-cutter pattern for these two characters.  Be 
creative.  Make the character choices that are best for the two actresses 
performing this play.  Are they Valley girls?  Perhaps they are two in-
credibly dorky, geeky girls!  This is a choice for the two performers to 
decide.  The overall effectiveness of this play will be determined by the 
believability of the two actresses.  The audience should be rooting for 
the two characters to meet their favorite star and fulfill their dream of 
opening a museum in her honor!  

Characters:
Sarah Jones, an obsessed teenager
Jessica Stuart, another obsessed teenager

Time: The present.

Place: Sarah’s bedroom. Sarah and Jessica’s respective bedrooms. A sidewalk in 
New York City.

Scene One: Sarah’s bedroom.

Jessica:  Square Pegs is without a doubt the best television series that was 
ever on TV!
Sarah:  Totally.  It’s really cool that your parents bought you the DVD 
of its one and only season, but I thought your mom said she wasn’t 
buying you any more videos.
Jessica:  Well, Mom said she wanted to buy me a book, and it was 
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it was a pageant for Viet-Cong girls!  You’ve never seen so many 
Vietnamese audience members in your life!  You’d think it was a 
“free-puppy-giveaway!”  
Anonymous Pageant Person:  Can I remain anonymous?  Thanks.  
Most people would be shocked, but there are pageants for girls (She 
looks around to make sure no one else is listening.) who aren’t even really 
girls!  You’re shocked, right?  Yeah, they’re… ohhh, what do you 
call them?  They’re (Whispers.)  transfer-generators.  (Back to normal 
volume.)  And you can be fooled!  They look like girls…beautiful 
girls…but they’re not girls.  They’re transfer-generators!  And they 
must be popular too!  I didn’t see it, but I heard they made a movie 
about them!  It was a huge summer blockbuster, from what I hear!   
I heard those… transfer-generators made over a hundred million 
dollars!
Fran McIntyre:  Fran McIntyre from Frankenmuth, Minnesota.  
I can only speak from experience, since I’ve only entered one 
pageant; however, I’d definitely say the pageant I competed in was 
out of the ordinary.  There were over twenty girls in this pageant, 
and we were all vying for the title, Miss Freckles.  As contestants, we 
were encouraged to connect as many dots, or in this case freckles, on 
our faces as possible.  The idea was to create as many pictures as we 
could.  We were all very proud of our freckles, and we tried our best 
to be original.  Most of the girls tried to go with themes.  I chose, 
Celebrate America!  I had an American flag on my right cheek, part 
of the Constitution on my chin and left cheek, and a very realistic 
portrait of Mount Rushmore on my forehead.  Unlike some of the 
girls, I chose to color in my designs!  The judges gave me a perfect 
score citing that I looked like “a beautiful piece of stained glass!”
Voice Over:  Like the fragile stained glass that framed Fran 
McIntyre’s face, the billions of Bathing Beauties that enter America’s 
myriad of pageants must show the judges that they are more… than 
mere porcelain figurines.  These girls must prove that they have 
talent too!  We revisited Ms. Gertrude Spiderbottom to get her 
‘insider’s look’ into the importance of talent in beauty pageants.
Ms. Gertrude Spiderbottom:  Oh, talent plays a vital role in beauty 
pageants.  Talent is perhaps even the most important aspect of the 
pageant.  Now, I told you earlier that I’ve made millions of dollars 
catering to girls who enter pageants.  Well, it’s true.  All of it.  I’ve 
catered to girls who enter pageants, and I have made a fortune!  
I’ll tell you a little secret.  The ‘talent portion’ of beauty pageants 
is what gave me the idea to start my own little business!  Swan’s 
Pageant Supplies.  There are a lot of pretty girls out there with no real 
talent to speak of… so I have produced a long list of lip sync tapes. 
This line of products was inspired by the musical talents, or… lack 
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the only thing listed on my wish list at amazon.com.  It’s just another 
example of how my parents don’t pay attention to details.  
Sarah:  Sarah Jessica Parker is so great!  It’s like she knows what makes 
every teenage girl in America tick.  If she went to our school, I would 
totally want her to hang out with us.
Jessica:  Totally.  She is so cool.  She is like the best actress ever!  Why 
hasn’t she won, like, a million Academy Awards, you know?  She 
deserves it!
Sarah:  She should have won Best Supporting Actress for Footloose! 
Jessica:  Oh, she was so great in that!  I’ve watched that movie a 
hundred times, and sometimes I fast forward through the movie just 
to get to her scenes and then I just keep rewinding and rewinding and 
watch her scenes over and over and over again!
Sarah:  (Long pause.)  Wow.  That’s kind of scarey…

Sarah:  Hey, listen, my mother said that later this year, we’re going to 
redo my bedroom.  She said I can redecorate any way I want.  
Jessica:  Have you got any ideas?
Sarah:  (Slowly easing into it.) Well, I was thinking.  Wouldn’t it be 
really cool to turn my bedroom into the first ever Sarah Jessica Parker 
Museum?  Think about it.  There’s bound to be thousands of girls just 
like us!  With your help, I’ll bet we could make a lot of money too!  
Visitors could stay in my bedroom as long as they want!  
Jessica:  Yeah, but what if it turns out that a bunch of creepy older 
men are part of her mega-huge fan base?  Wouldn’t your mother be 
a little freaked out if you have thirty— or worse—forty-year-old men 
hanging out in your bedroom?  You need to seriously think about this.  
We couldn’t put an age limit on who can and can’t enter our popular 
tourist attraction.  There could be lawsuits!  
Sarah:  I’m sure my mother would be totally cool with it, as long as they 
didn’t stay very long and were truly fans.
Jessica:  And what would all of these paying tourists do?
Sarah:  Well, they could look at all of our Sarah Jessica Parker 
memorabilia.  
Jessica:  What memorabilia?  We’ve got the DVD’s of Square Pegs, Hocus 
Pocus, Honeymoon in Vegas, The First Wives Club, L.A. Story, Girls Just Want 
to Have Fun, and of course, Footloose.  We’ve got a dozen or so magazines 
with her picture on the cover, and a tube of lipstick she supposedly 
used in an episode of Sex in the City that you won on Ebay!  
Sarah:  Well, when Sarah Jessica hears about what we’re doing, I’m 
positive she’ll donate all sorts of cool stuff!  At a dollar per visitor, we’ll 
practically have college paid for in no time!  We could even have the 
TV set up so that it’s constantly playing all of her best movies and TV 
shows! 
Jessica:  What about Sex in the City?  I thought your Mom said you 
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